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Jerome Pearre: 
A good newsman 


Jerome Pearre followed a 
circuitous path to the 
newspaper business, but 
Pontiac and Livingston 
County are fortunate he em- 
braced journalism. 

Pearre, former publisher 
of The Daily Leader, died 
Tuesday at the age of 77. His 
distinguished newspaper 
career is noteworthy, 
because under his leader- 
ship, The Leader took giant 
strides into the world of con- 
temporary journalism. 

He was born into a 
newspaper family. His 
father, L.V. Pearre, was Co- 


~~ owner of The Daily Leader 


with Lawrence Clark. But 
L.V. Pearre’s son did not 
take an immediate interest 
in newspaper work. In 1926, 
he entered Dartmouth Col- 
lege, and majored in English 
history, graduating cum 
laude and attaining Phi Beta 
Kappa status. 

He then began work at a 
New York commercial bank, 
specializing in bond sales. 
Bond sales sagged, though, 
when the boom economy of 
the 1920s gave way to the 
Depression years of the 
1930s. 

In the early 1930s, Jerome 

` Pearre returned to Pontiac, 
teaching history at Pontiac 
Township High School. In 
1933, he accepted the position 
of Leader city editor, and 
was associated with the 
newspaper until Oct. 1, 1984, 
when The Leader was pur- 
chased by Brill Media Co., 
Inc. During most of those 
five decades, he was Leader 
publisher and chairman of 
the board of Pontiac Leader 
Publishing Co. 

Under Jerome Pearre’s 
guidance, The Pontiac Daily 
Leader evolved to The Daily 
Leader, expanding its news 
and sports coverage beyond 
Pontiac to all of Livingston 


County and the Chenoa area 
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In addition to the modern, 
more spacious quarters, The 
Leader entered a new era in 
printing under Jerome 
Pearre. The outmoded letter- 
press system gave way to the 
efficient offset process. The 
new Goss Community offset 
press installed at The Leader 
eased production of the 
newspaper and improved the 
quality of printing and photo 
reproduction. 

It also paved the way to 
color on the pages of The 
Leader. In 1973, The Leader 
won a national color 
reproduction award in com-_ 
petition sponsored by Editor 
& Publisher magazine. The 
color photograph was a 
dazzling reproduction of a 
gold funerary mask of Egy- 
tian King Tutankhamen. 

The Leader branched out 
further during the 1960s, pur- 
chasing Shanebrook Pho- 
toengraving from founder 
Merlyn Shanebrook and the 
estate of Gerald Jean. 
Shanebrook Graphics, of 
which Jerome Pearre was a 
corporate officer, has evolv- 
ed into a top-notch pre-press 
and graphics arts service 
firm, located in Pontiac. 


Jerome Pearre, known to 
his fellow workers as. 
“Jerry, treated Leader 
employees with dignity and 
respect. With a strong 
background in history and 
liberal arts, he possessed the 
broad knowledge that is vital 
to a journalist. Good writing 
and proper grammar and 
word usage were very impor- 
tant to him. 

But perhaps his major 
legacy was a philosophy of | 
news reporting that he learn- 
ed from his father. That 
philosophy was basic, but im- 
portant: News should be 
handled fairly, without bias, 
and with an insistence on 
truth. 

Because of all that Jerome 
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